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THE CAPTAIN OF HIX. *

After all folke ain’t s0- worse,
It’s & simple proposition to state;
but boldin’ a tight grip on & be-
liof like that seven days in the

gray Fridaye, is a strain 1 an’t
always equal to.

Birikes me the way to get at it
best, though, is to begin by ad-
mittin’ that the pick of us bas
our punk streaks. Yews, I know
that John D, has a favorite motto
that runs something like that;
but what he mesns when he
quotes it I've pever figured out,
As for me-~well, I ain’t pleadin’
not guilty, and I hope I ain’t
boaetin® either,

Maybe you'll get me olearer if
I come down to brass tacks and
toll you about the Hixsees. For
livin’ cut on the hoopekirts, the
Wway we do, there’s always negh-
bore to use as horrible examplee.
That.s where we've got it on the
apartment people in town, They
only pick up little hints about
the folke that lives overbead, or
underneath, or on the other side
of the wall from 'em. They can
tell you about how one fam'ly
bag = squallin’ baby, snd an-
other couple is always sorsppin’
down the dumb waiter with the
Janiter, or that the woman aocross
the way is oultivatin, & screschy
soprano voice tnat ought to be
suppreseed by law. And that's
a8 [ar as they go.

But out bere in Rockyburet on
the Scund, thirt«two seconds
from 424 st.,—~when you're lucky
—why, we get to know the people
for « mils sround so well that

I ‘l'.'__ >

you might oall piokled; but
told his Mhonisst yarne,
talked Iduder in the smokin’ car, |

and knew the cpgductor ot| ool |
night. { L o
One of thebéw)bunc .

. Hi
was, Dealt inflqur of mmeth
by the teainlosd lob,-sod
simply scoopin’, in comm
with & net. they sald. b

But it was Mre.' E° Grosty
Hixs that was the resl: travelin”
sdvertisement. of ' prosperity.
We've bad a fow classy dressers
out our way- before; bus no#
that ever come quite so nesr
knookin’ our eye eyt as she digy

Got up her quwni Ryles, a0 uret 8

Indies had it; sad if she-okd somplafag™ © 1 B2
sure was a vonder, for some I'ssy, MyUsbe,” ’”K"ﬂ
them costumes she sprung wih it wop'ibe neoe X
certainly- - iNgentous. -3 - QI0R' | ¥8B to kick et mﬁ‘m

see the jupes culotiessthey ujd
she wore to' Mre, Bomebody's
tea; but Badie report oy if

that was really & barém skirt sha

Btill, Sadie said how she hed
neighbors, she méant to
wasn't at bome; but Sadle b
who seemed glad to pee her

hardi ™

daghn.’ 1
M too, ways I, 5T

Satr. Y. o
u ity you know,’’ by

/M1 sxpéct she'd 4l3 Dected
R 3 TN
“Oh, well,” says Hix, '&l"-
gin’ his shoulders, *‘iL you jo-
sist on taking such  trifliog in-
cident #0 seriouely—"" '

I wa'n't bBalf 80 muchin esrn.
oot as the pup wae, ‘says I,

“Toere, ' there!” " "sayi’ he,
“We'll not dlscuss it. - Buj," Mre.
Hix, ‘ol cclirle, expiofd ko

caused riots in Paris) \
a8 she'd met ltor, and they

it happened, Mre, B, Croshy
or, & nipe, meek, little old lad)

anyone of us coald give you all

the personal and private hist'ry, nice boy Eddie’d slways beenfp
past, present, and future, of sny |Der. and how proud she wes qf
of the rest. You don't have lo!hlm. snd” how talented bar
R0 noain’ after it, sither, It jout |d8ugDier-in-law was, ¢

comes to you snd there's no
dodgin’.

Now, we wa'n't specially ex-
cited when it was announced that
the Hixses was about to arrive
in our midet, Never heard of
‘em belore, you know, and be-
sides their place was down on
the shore road, out of our beat
entirely.

we drove past; lor the white
stucoo gateposts was some lm-
posin'—almost s» much gate-
posta a8 Lhere was house, s
somebody said. Then, when
they laid out one of them Italian

gerdens and built & pergols, and |

suck in s summerbouse, “’";aa...lciw; bave any call W

ilput s label on 'em, one way br| we couldn't help hearin' mofe or

added a cement stable, all on »
hall-acre plot—well, maybe you
know how commuters will talk
such things over,

.‘
|
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Course, wo couldn't|
help noticin’ the new house as,

J

bad on, ake didn’y wonder they
kind of san int'restin’ lace,
w

just the same, and she aid. ‘i
long chat with E, Crosby’s moth-
got confidential sbout whatea|apology.”

“Does the dog too? " asys I, st
whith E. Crosvy flushes up sbme,
turne on bis beel snd walke «f.

From then on all thé grestin’
I got from him is » 0bol nod when
o meet unexpocted and oan't
dodge each ovbher, Makes  you
feal sort of cheap and low down,
jnst the same, koowin' one of
your ngighbore oarries & grouch
sgaing you; and | supposs il I'd
been ready with the oily palaver
Wo might have amoothed things
out then sad there. But that
sin’t my sprong suis: So nu-
ters drifte slong, snd Sadle gete
rung into it, and Mciber "Hix
don"s return . the oall, like she
said she wap goin’ to, snd dilf sr-
ent nejghbors took sides, and a0
on. You kpow bow It goes,

That being the case, we don't

got sa intimate with the Hizes
af most pecple mround us; bus

“Just think!" ossys BSadly.
“Soruetimes she will get up in the
middie of the night 0 makeis
water color sketch of some new
gown she hawthought ol.”

“] knew some of them would
be traced back to bad dresme’’
says 1. ) ¢

“Now, Bhorty,”” says Sadly.
“don't be disagressbls, 1've fip
douot the Hixés are very nice.
| What bave you asgsiast them,
|anyway!" e

“Mo?" says l. "Not » thiog,
{only It strikes me they're the
'kand that pute all they've got o
the front show-case.”

See how easy you oan drift s
o sizin' folks up surosstic? Be.

another; st Jeast, not until after lese about their doin’s for the
the dog ousiness. ;| Hixes was cuitin & swath, My
Dinper parties, 1ees,

. f |.|

bl

-, iR . ‘*MqCabe,’".
q RCabe fhud. thoveh: and lous & sbaky,

ﬁ'ﬁ.ﬁ?ﬁi{a’?ﬁ lﬂ? ‘

1.‘ \ { \ "‘“All

| pereons belore, 02, sod-——and—,"

ayo L7 Mg Ji. o paviofls
Ve you baan o

-

sarte thint doa’t resbild id°wny
sound; but fin'lly he mandkbs
to get:it outs - “That dog 'babi-

Seat  P've
s LA

| “Yousin't quite i teim for w

it up nowd™ -~ Gl 8
“] don't ' know,'" says he.

|bas besn on my, mind sl -day, b

and—apd— Well, 2o was visloug,
only lsst week, He'd ‘sltacked

, “Woll, what of 02" saye. I
“You don's suppiee 1've .been
goiu’ around grindio’ my teeth
about that sdl thip llu'.do_. you?
Bab! lfyuu. mus toresh iz ous

shape." I ,

" This—this js my lest cbance,
There ara others who will have
cause 1o think worse of me, |
know; but somehow it pesmped to

(ore—well, bafore | Halshea lfor
m.it . I

“Rot!" sage 1. "You're not
gola’ 1o finish "now.  To home
snd buck up. You'll be all right
in the mornin',”’ ¥

“No,"” says be, “l1 can't go
| nume—ever! Alll ean do le Bolen
& bag Job, Doa't tey to slop me
will you, MoCabe ™

*‘Not me," saye ].
talk it over, oslm snd quies, with
the bign tragedy Ninwe jleft ‘odr,
What wils you, anywsy? " Been
dn & bat, sln’s you

“I's wourse ihan that,” ‘saye
Hix. *l=I'm rajnea!”

“Gwno " mysl. “A man in
your state ain's say 6% judge ol
wheiber he's ruiced or noj. I've
heard pleaty of 1oie day- alier re-
maree; DUt gen'rally pesses off
'WilD -he Deadache. o9 out i
out! - Now how Jung bhave you
Depls OO Lois »Ouss plonio. of

:'1;_'_'“ : d, 1 ovuns|
trame up the look thbt woald

o - ,‘-..'

debase,” eaye:b, “Bu:.why. dig|

you knpow—bit s, grocers boy |

me | ad to say this 10 you be-jor cabeequlosie. or 'eny of thosé

“But let's|’
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N | Bortake & bhafr,” min | Your [cdme ko thiem igentiy ol 'egee | §!
::;.l.r:;'t, > I:’:ll ‘lr - 'tn_gol lodk .”!'ﬁg ‘now | whan t :
45 meet bim every night witl"h|d ¥ ' -fylm wad iV [ﬂ onitie up here buw isr Eddie had gone to smash
yellow wheeled dogosrt, sad : Ilﬁr?"" 2 5 __" 0% Sqe | dnd wint the ook : |
that sort of thing. vsn . | tie (o0 | He maked’ wo' or' thred -Tatee “«""l’mumw

po: merves| . “Ab, aluah)” saysl. “You've|

like mosting strangers, or open-
ing letvere, or beasing water run

“Bat 1 own’y wait,”. sapy. Ba, "lhu.mn;-mj' sayelf.

through's fanses, Ob, It's awiul| .
| MoCube! ' It's boen growing on|
agein, waly uotl, you'rs .in[me, ond I ous’f fifok what o the

SlERoas mbr

p .

f—“ 1 M”l'u:un'uv
Liakie’ hisp aver orittoat. ™ dw-l:!'-d #s0 that you geb
_a_lm‘w“.“.-'n‘,.u b“o Olb‘ you've .0‘ o

“I=1 couldn's sand- it!- Don't
talk fo me sbaus -beart - disense,

drepdinl shinge!™:
~VAbgennthe medionl tommy«
rot!" saysdu: “Whst do 1 know
sboyt your heart or your lungs!
I'ts yoir out T'm ‘fadin’ teult
rith, of the 'Way ybu' don’t use
FPAUs Ionide Of Ii." Bay, who's
beed randis’ you Hix, these last
few" 3o your head or your
stobiae ™

_MWhy," says .he, “what do
yOu mbds?" "

“Junt that," saye 1. “You've!
got » braln, ain’; you, like the
ress of-wb? - Wil la it on the job?
day you'rs seen » sesmer Cup-
ain up onx bbe bridge, sin': you,
bo win’ the whale shootin' matob,
trom pilothouse o0 stoke boje?
He was the braine of the ship.
Now your bealn oughi 13 be Cap«
tain of your oraft too. That's
what you've got one for. Ra,

a0 near a8 | can figure ouly
you've

I { those nice spricgy | ¥**' 'va  resigned  command,
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fit them. He wan sort of » bulky, | sloog lonocent and oconianted, new Sreations for Mrs. E Crosby jof i, en? A’:‘ in jour mush "“lh___ M out of
loud dressed gent who'd prob’ly | when all of & sudden out aum every other week! . pondit, n taai's sagugh 1o koock |gebt, Iram there'ths mischiel hes,
been one of these pretty boys [0ne of them best legged orindis| SBe cerialuly dows look stan !::o_m_gm_d and pieciy, Had| e . i Yout nerves,
belore be flsshed up o muoh; |bulldoge. He don’t bark || Bing in somhe of them," ‘say¥ : A LA el _2in Toaw'd what's wikin your kides
but be’d acquired heavy chope growl; but akes right “tor o) dadie, .:’“::::.:!,?wm ““ﬂih'h.frﬂ.i.ﬁ;:ﬂ&n#m. g '".‘j::a“ .iw_..’m m *:;
slong with his forty-eight beit|lege eager and | e - s | De., 'l gon’ like 1he wull,—el schiag wores;
messurs, snd his oompluionll like most dogs, sad gen'r f"!ﬂ" ssys 1 “Then 1've|ways makes we .I:lx,-—p_glt—.ht 1 ":m?l!:: e AP
bad gone bad, and the result was | make friends with 'em; Dut 'l'“" ing ¢ be m‘m,"ﬂ:ﬂ k:.ld;ltl-.' ‘BIJA" o 'ﬂ‘h"‘““l do?’ mosns
the sort of flabby, white liversd, |One wa'n's there 10 be ur. ! ol Mhees " aya L. "By m. | adroaitiads
piesfaced party that | don't take| “Hello, pup! Whath y _ "ﬂiy'fn be uulu.:nll LY Olak?*: e na aiedl
much stook in &% & rule, burry 7 saye I, soothin' fike, | ||tutiness,” sxyé Bidie, _:"J.,l.‘ *U'm ie o dwdul Bole/h

Not that | tcld bhim so fiest| “Grerorep!” says b Baddly Idoks the pirt” T fhe; ) “tDebut  Yow wouldn'd seijee

time we me!, or went sround
knockin’ bim in private, | might
bave remarked causal at home,
“Hixe? Ob, be sln't exsotly my
style.” And 1 expect Hixe
would bave said the same of me
if be'd been weked,

Didu's take long for us to get
scqeainted, going in and coming
out on the same traine; for Hixe
wab the kind who koew eyery-
body alter the first weak or #o,
He bad one of these loud, hearty,
hee-haw voices and wae addioted
to slappin’ peopls on the back
and Inquirin® bow things was
comin’, You know the noley
mixer brand?

Mornin's he wa'2't aplt to be
quite 0o genial, and that laogh
of his scomed ¢ little stagy; but

“iFou Gah¢ 14 |
Know » 1ot ‘of ot "broketi 1
woua*! Plok ddt' for ‘oilos”

makin' » viclous
oalves, :
With that | faces arougyl, lein 4
with my righs foot to diaw bl lon their looks,” And Hix is
on, and before he oas jugnp b tn moss piafp » y."
I've planted the toe of w ‘j ‘

under bhis Jew, That fury nytitiog 1 _Fp. PG 1y
him some; bul hé oy ardly ¢IV9 "him 8 Yhooghd,
any better'n to comein g &

which | sends in good
snd as be whirls | lande
lifte him through the
in', Atthat | bears n

di

Mrs, E. Croaby
bavin' watohed
oeadin’,
“Brute!"  says
oughtto be uh.nql#
“'u »

“Exouse me,"” says |
don't look ot it that
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